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AUTHORITY OF SHERIFF TROY HECK

The Midwest Medical Examiner’s Office has made a determination of Roy Benn’s cause
and manner of death.

On August 13", 2025, law enforcement personnel recovered the body of Roy Benn from
the Mississippi River in Sartell. Benn had been reported as a missing person from Benton County
in September of 1967. After several weeks of examining Benn’s remains and the evidence
available in this 58-year investigation, the Midwest Medical Examiner’s Office concluded that
Benn died as the result of a single motor vehicle crash with water submersion. No evidence of
foul play was found in Benn’s death and this case will be closed with the death being ruled
accidental.

The Benton County Sheriff’s Office would like to thank all the agencies who assisted in
the investigation of Benn’s disappearance and recovery of Benn’s vehicle and remains. We are
grateful for the partnership of the Minnesota Bureau of Criminal Apprehension, Stearns County
Sheriff’s Office, Sartell Police Department, Sartell Fire Department, and the Midwest Medical
Examiner’s Office.

Troy Heck
Benton County Sheriff



