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County Road Ditch Drainage Permit

Applicant Address Telephone 

Property Owner (if different than above) Address Telephone 

Location of Proposed Drainage Project: 

CR #: In: Township 

Miles N / S / W / E of City, Intersection, Landmark 

Legal Description of Property 
(or Parcel ID) : 

Description of work being requested (attach a sketch if necessary): 

I/We, the undersigned, herewith make application for permission to construct and/or connect a drainage project at the location 
mentioned above.  The drainage project and/or drainage connection will be constructed to conform with the regulations of Benton 
County and to any special provisions included in the permit.  It is agreed that all work will be done to the satisfaction of the Benton 
County Public Works Department; and no work in connection with this application will be started until the application is approved and 
the permit issued.  It is expressly understood that this permit is conditioned upon replacement or restoration of the County Road to its 
original condition, or to a condition agreed upon by the Benton County Public Works Department.  It is further understood that this 
permit is issued subject to the approval of local city, village or borough authorities having joint supervision over said street or highway.  
The applicant(s) will comply with rules and regulations of any other governmental agencies (MnDNR, MPCA, Corp. of Engineers, etc.). 

Furthermore, except for negligent acts of Benton County, its agents and employees, the applicant or his/her designee, agents, or 
contractor shall assume all liability for, and save Benton County its agents and employees, harmless from, any and all claims for 
damages, actions or causes of action arising out of the work to be done herein and the continuing usage, constructing, reconstructing, 
maintaining and using of said drainage facility under this application and permit for construction.   

Applicant(s) Signature(s) 
Date 
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Minnesota Law Governing Drainage Work 

160.20 DRAINAGE. 

Subdivision 1. Connecting drains to highway drains. When the course of natural drainage of any land runs to a 
highway, the owner of the land shall have the right to enter upon the highway for the purpose of connecting a 
drain or ditch with any drain or ditch constructed along or across the highway, but before making the connections, 
shall first obtain a written permit for the connections from the road authority having jurisdiction. The connections shall 
be made in accordance with specifications set forth in the permits. The road authority shall have power to prescribe 
and enforce reasonable rules and regulations with reference to the connections. The highway shall be left in as good 
condition in every way as it was before the connection was made. 

Subd. 2. Constructing tile drain across highway. If any person desires during construction or reconstruction of a 
highway to install a tile drain for agricultural benefits in a natural drainage line in lands adjacent to any highway, and if a 
satisfactory outlet cannot be secured on the upper side of the right-of-way and the tile line must be projected across 
the right-of-way to a suitable outlet, the expense of both material and labor used in installing the tile drain across the 
roadbed shall be paid from funds available for the roads affected provided the road authority is notified of the 
necessity of the tile drain in advance of the construction of the roadbed so that the drain may be placed and the 
roadbed constructed in the same operation. 

Subd. 3. Installing drain tile along or across highway. When the course of natural drainage of any land runs to a 
highway, the owner of the land who has been granted a permit as provided in subdivision 4 may install drain tile 
along or across the highway right-of-way along the general course of the natural drainageway, provided further that 
there will be no diversion of drainage waters away from the natural receiving drainageway immediately 
downstream from the highway. Any installation shall be made in ac-accordance with specifications set forth in the 
permit and any rules that apply to the installations. When any installation is made pursuant to this subdivision the 
highway shall be left in as good condition in every respect as it was before the installation was made. 

Subd. 4. Conditions. (a) A road authority may accept applications for permits for installation of drain tile along or 
across the right-of-way under its jurisdiction. The road authority may adopt reasonable rules for the installations and 
may require a bond before granting a permit. Permits for installation along a highway right-of-way must ensure that 
the length of the installation is restricted to the minimum necessary to achieve the desired agricultural benefits. A 
permit must not allow open trenches to be left on the right-of-way after installation of the drain tile is completed. A 
road authority that grants a permit for tile drain installation is not responsible for damage to that installation resulting 
from the action of the authority or any other permittee utilizing the right-of-way. 

(b) A person who installs drain tile along or across a highway right-of-way without obtaining a permit as provided
in this section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

(c) The commissioner shall take no action under this section which will result in the loss of federal aid for highway
construction in the state. 

(d) For the purpose of this section, "highway" means any highway as defined in section 160.02 which is located
outside the corporate limits of a home rule charter or statutory city. 
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